
STAFF REPORT
Facing an April 12 dead-

line to select a contractor for
its more than $13 million
sewer plant construction
project, city leaders have be-
come greatly apprehensive
about strapping the commu-
nity with such large debt.
If the City of Marion

chooses to move forward
with construction, the Ken-
tucky Infrastructure Author-
ity (KIA) will require it to
double an environmental fee
on customers. It’s a fee that
has been highly unpopular
since it was launched in
2016, and raised once al-
ready in 2019.
For more than five years,

the state has been putting
pressure on Marion to fix its
sewer plant, which is failing
due to old age and anti-
quated design and proce-
dures. Plus, it lies in the
floodplain, which makes it
prone to overflowing. The

Environmental Protection
Agency has examined the sit-
uation, and Kentucky Divi-
sion of Water has insisted
that something be done, or
else the city could face in-
credible fines. 
It’s a dilemma that city

council members said Mon-
day night is causing them
great anxiety because they
believe many Marion resi-
dents on low, fixed incomes
will be greatly challenged to
pay the higher fee for water

and sewer. The average city
customer would pay more
than $100 a month, if it
moves forward with the plan
to meet financial liability to
build the new sewer treat-
ment plant in Industrial Park
North.
Some want to scrap the

idea altogether. 
“We have chased this dog

as far as we can, and it’s
gone too far already,” said 
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Reach out
to women
you admire
It has been nice to

think about the Critten-
den County women who
have been trailblazers. 
There have been nu-

merous
local
women
who have
impacted
thousands
of souls
from the
science lab
to the
piano
bench. 
When I

think back
to the
women in history whose
positive influence remain
with me today, several
names come to mind, in-
cluding some of my
teachers. Phyllis Sykes
had to convince me the
first L in my name should
not be capitalized, despite
my arguments. She
handed me Little Golden
Books and first-grade
primers that motivated
me to learn to read – a
love that exists to this
day. 
I think of Teresa Foster

putting up with my bratty
seventh-grade attitude
and her encouraging
strategies that I use today
with my own middle
schooler. 
These are the women,

like their successors at
work today in the school
system tasked with shap-
ing, molding and motivat-
ing hundreds of minds
each school year. I’m not
sure we adequately ex-
press our appreciation to
those women in our com-
munity’s history. 
I think of Virginia By-

ford, who taught me sim-
ple key strokes for
“There’s a Hole in My
Bucket” in the back room
of her Main Street depart-
ment store, and then An-
gela Judy with whom I
made history. Apparently
she told my mother I was
wasting her time and my
mom’s money by attempt-
ing to teach piano to an
uninterested ‘tween.
Today I might be able to
hammer out the “dear
John” segment of the
aforementioned novice
tune. 
We all have personal

stories of women in his-
tory who shaped us. Col-
lege professors,
influential women in our
churches, families and
professions.  Influence
doesn’t have to stem from
a professional level,
though those successes
are often easier to meas-
ure. It’s the mamaw
threatening a switch who
later nurtured her grands
with biscuits topped with
sorghum molasses who
taught us the importance
of following rules but also
feeling adored. It is the
hard-working mothers
whose insistence taught
us we also must work
hard - whether domesti-
cally or otherwise to
achieve goals. Some days 
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popular giveaway next
week for tree seedlings
Crittenden County Conservation

District, in cooperation with the
Kentucky Division of Forestry, will
be hosting its spring tree seedling
giveaway from 10 a.m., until noon
on Friday, March 26 at the district
office on East Bellville Street across
from The Crittenden Press.
Seedlings will include cypress, river
birch, yellow poplar, shumard oak,
pawpaw, pecan and the persim-
mon. Each person will be limited to
no more than six trees.

crumbling streets will
be getting SOME TLC SOON
City leaders affirmed Monday

during their regular monthly meet-
ing that help is on the way for city
streets in need of repair following
winter damage, and last year’s
sewer distribution improvements
that left some still needing atten-
tion. City Administrator Adam Led-
ford said bids will go out soon on a
priority list of streets. Adams Street
on the north side of town was one
street discussed. Ledford said the
street department has already
begun removing loose segments of
that street and preparing it for
resurfacing.

Fatal crashes up here;
statewide during 2020
Kentucky Office of Highway

Safety has released its findings of
highway fatalities in 2020. The
state says preliminary figures indi-
cated that traffic deaths were up
five percent last year to 778
statewide. In Crittenden County,
traffic deaths were up. There were
three reported in the county during
2020 and two the previous year.
The three fatal crashes here last
year included one single-vehicle
accident on Fords Ferry Road in
May and a motorcycle crash on Ky.
120 and single-vehicle accident in
Dycusburg, both in July.
CRITTENDEN COUNTY FATALITIES

VETERANS AFFAIRS
The Kentucky Department of

Veterans Affairs service officer for
western Kentucky is Johnny Allen.
His office is at 926 Veterans Drive
in Hansen, Ky. The office is open
from 8 a.m., until 4:30 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday. You may call
for appointment, 270.399.1618.
You may also email
JohnnyAllen@Ky.Gov.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden County Fiscal Court

will meet in regular monthly ses-
sion at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, March
18 the courthouse.

•Crittenden County Board of Ed-
ucation meets at 5:30 p.m., Tues-
day, March 23 at Rocket Arena.
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STAFF REPORT
To honor his late father

and challenge himself men-
tally and physically, Alex
Wood spent the better part of
48 hours recently hiking
with a 40-pound rucksack
on his back.
It was part of the GORUCK

Challenge, designed to push
participants physically and
mentally to take the harder
path, to seek an activity that
taxes the mind, body and
spirit.
In January, the Marion

resident committed to the
GORUCK Tribe, a program
that requires participants
each month to do weighted
rucks, or hikes wearing
weighed backpacks, and also
to read a book and do addi-

tional tasks. 
“Each month also comes

with a theme. The theme this
month is misery,” Wood ex-
plained to friends on social

media. “Misery is something
I’ve witnessed and experi-
enced over the last year, so it
fits that the additional task-
ing this month is to do some-
thing miserable; something
that might scare you.”
Wood’s father Steve died in

July 2020 after battling
colon cancer.
Wood, a lineman for Five

Star Electric in Webster
County, is a 2009 Crittenden
County High School gradu-
ate and standout for the
Rocket baseball team. He’s
physically active and rou-
tinely participates in Cross-
Fit, but his recent challenge
took his personal endurance
effort to a new 

See RUCK/page 8

STAFF REPORT
Rocket football Coach Sean Thomp-

son met with his team late last week
on campus and told players that he is
resigning at the end of the school year
in order to accept another head
coaching position.
Paducah Tilghman on Friday an-

nounced that Thompson will be its

head football coach for the 2021 sea-
son. 
Thompson, the first Crittenden

County graduate to become head
football coach at his alma mater, has
guided his teams to three straight
district championships and three 

See COACH/page 8
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n February was the second coldest month Crit-
tenden County has seen in more than five
years. With an average temperature of 30.5 de-
grees, it came in a close second to the coldest
month since 2015 which was January of 2018
when the average temp was 30.4. February’s
coldest recorded temperature was zero. The
last time Crittenden saw anything like that was
in that same January of 2018 when there was a
recorded temperature of -1.
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As part of The Crittenden Press’ celebra-
tion of Women’s History Month, we visited
with Dr. Jami Perry, MD, a Crittenden
County and University of Kentucky grad-
uate who practices in Caldwell County
and lives in Lyon County. She is one of
only a couple of CCHS graduates who
are practicing physicians in Kentucky.
She tells how her mother inspired her pur-
suit of a career in medicine and how she
juggles a professional career while raising
four very active children. The complete
25-minute audio interview can be heard
at The Press Online, and on our other so-
cial media platforms.

Dr. Adria (Mott) Porter is another CCHS woman
who is practicing here. She is a Marion op-
tometrist. The other women who graduated from
the local high school and are practicing medicine
in the area are Shana (Moore) Leslie in Paducah
and Dr. Christina (Napper) Brown in Benton. Porter

Thompson

Thompson leaving CCHS to coach at Tilghman

DoublePay SewerFee
CITY OF MARION ENVIRONMENTAL FEE ON WATER/SEWER

Water Usage                                     CURRENT        PROPOSED
Up to 1,500 gallons                         $20.60             $41.82
1,501 to 5,000 gallons                    $27.40             $55.62
5,001 to 15,000 gallons                  $34.50             $62.72
15,001 to 25,000 gallons               $102.95           $270.12
Over 25,000 gallons                      $197.00           $497.00
Sewer customers not in city            $41.00             $83.14

City facing an expensive
decision on sewer plant

Rucking in father’s memory

Alex Wood and his late father,
Steve Wood.

2015 . . . . .3
2016 . . . . .1
2017 . . . . .4

2018 . . . . .3
2019 . . . . .2
2020 . . . . .3
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Fender
Lawrence R. “Lone

Wolf” Fender, 69, of
Grand Rivers, formerly of
Marion, died  Sunday,
Feb. 28, 2021 at Ray and
Kay Eckstein Hospice
Care Center.

Fender was born May
31, 1954 in Chicago and
was a truck driver for
many years. He attended
Life in Christ Church in
Marion.

He is survived by three
daughters, Michelle
Smith, Tina (Mark) Rock
and Jillian Fender; seven
grandchildren, Alicia
Fulks, Justin, Alex,
Maheliah, Maliyah, Gage,
and Taylor; one brother,
Paul (Jill) Fender; one
great-grandson, Joziah
King Williams; and two
nieces, Jasmine and
Brandi.

Fender was preceded
in death by his wife,
Karen Fender, and his
parents.

Services will be held at
a later date at Mapleview
Cemetery in Marion.

Lindsey Funeral Home
is in charge of arrange-
ments.   

Online 
Condolences
myersfuneralhomeonline.com 

boydfuneraldirectors.com 

gilbertfunerals.com

For the past decade,
the University of Ken-
tucky Cooperative Exten-
sion Service has
educated young people
about ways to save
money and become fi-
nancially savvy through
its piggy bank design
contest. UK extension re-
cently announced the
2021 contest winners to
kick off Kentucky Saves
Week, which is Feb. 22-
26.

Kentucky Saves Week
encourages Kentuckians,
regardless
of age, to
start or in-
c r e a s e
their per-
sonal sav-
ings and
r e d u c e
their debt.

“ W e
begin to
develop fi-
nancial lit-
e r a c y
skills at an
early age,
so it is important for
young people to learn
about the power that
comes from having a per-
sonal savings,” said Nich-
ole Huff, extension

specialist for family fi-
nance and resource man-
agement with the UK
College of Agriculture,
Food and Environment. 

“The piggy bank design
contest is just one exam-
ple of the many creative

ways extension educates
young people about the
importance of money
management.”

Locally, Crittenden Ele-
mentary student Paige
Tinsley won a piggy bank
design and decoration
contest.

The contest was open
to all Kentucky school-
aged youth. Creating a
bank encourages them to
set personal savings
goals. Participants sub-
mitted their banks to
county extension offices
for judging. Extension
staff chose county
winners to advance on to
the district competition.
Each district chose win-
ning piggy banks.

Usually, statewide
winners are announced
during a recognition cer-
emony in the Capitol ro-
tunda in Frankfort, but
the event was not pos-
sible this year due to
COVID-19. However, the
winning piggy bank de-
signs have been on dis-
play at the Capitol since
the beginning of Feb-
ruary and will remain
there for the rest of the
month. 

Paige Tinsley received a
certificate and letter from
Gov. Andy Beshear for her
winning piggy bank entry.

Piggy bank contest 
encourages saving

•Livingston Hospital Aux-
iliary will have an Easter
Bunny “Hop Thru” between
3-5 p.m., Friday, April 2. The
event will take place in the
parking lot in front of Living-
ston Hospital. Goody bags
will be distributed to chil-
dren of all ages.

•Marion Baptist Church
will host an Easter Egg
Hunt at 10 a.m., Saturday,
April 3 on the youth soccer
field at Marion’s City-County
Park. Children ages 2
through fifth grade are wel-
come to participate.

To help celebrate Na-
tional Ag Day, four local
agencies are collabo-
rating to offer a pizza
night.

Because everything we
eat and wear is provided
by people in the agricul-
ture industry, the con-
tributions of farmers is
being celebrated by the
Crittenden County
FRYSC, Crittenden
County Extension Serv-
ice, Soybean Association
and 21st Century Com-
munity Learning Center.

All students, whether
virtual or in-person, are

invited to receive a pizza
kit during drive-thru dis-
tribution Tuesday,
March 23. The event will
take place between 5-6
p.m., in front of CCMS.  

In addition to a pizza
kit, families will receive
seeds to start their own
pizza garden and other
ag-related activities. 

Kits are free and avail-
able as long as supplies
last.

Families must enter
from Old Salem Road be-
hind CCMS and pick up
supplies in the middle
school parking lot.

Pizza for Ag Day

Dial-a-Story
for book fun

No Story Hour? No
problem. Listen to some
great children’s books
through the Crittenden
County Public Library’s
Dial-a-Story program.

Call (270) 918-9900 to
hear library staff and
community guest readers
read some entertaining
children’s books.

March’s recorded
readings will be replaced
with April selections next
month. 

Recorded stories avail-
able 24/7. Jokes and fun
facts are also included.



new school rules
allow virtual
students back
at any time
New guidance re-

leased last week re-
garding in-person
learning from the Ken-
tucky Department of
Education means little
to the Crittenden
County School District.
Since Crittenden

County has had an ag-
gressive plan since Au-
gust to offer in-person
learning to all students,
the new information
from the state has little
effect on Crittenden
students.
One of the only local

implications is that stu-
dents attending virtu-
ally can transition to
in-person learning at
any time, whereas pre-
viously the local district
only allowed transfers
from digital learners to
in-person at the end of
each nine-week grad-
ing period.
The unknown number

of students who might
want to return to
school any given day
may create some spac-
ing issues because the
district has closely
monitored the number
of students per class in
order to ensure a 6-
foot distance between
all desks. 
“We will practice so-

cial distancing as much
as possible to create
the greatest amount of
space,” said Tiffany
Blazina, Healthy at
School coordinator.
“Healthy-at-school
procedures will con-
tinue to be practiced,
including masking ex-
cept when
eating/drinking, sani-
tizing, temp checks,
etc.”
The majority of the

new state guidance af-
fects districts on hybrid
schedules (attending in
person and attending
virtually a couple days
each week.
In addition to man-

dating in-person learn-
ing, HB 208 caps the
number of NTI days
available for use. It
grants districts five
Non-Traditional In-
struction (NTI) days for

use during the final
months of the school
year. 

Scam in Crayne
Potential scams are

always lurking, phish-
ing for personal infor-
mation. A Crayne
resident received a
phone call last week
from someone alleging
there was a warrant for
his arrest. The caller
asked for the individ-
ual’s name, address
and social security
number.
"When I said,’Y’all are

trying to take elderly
people’s money from
them,’ they hung up,”
the man reports.
Individuals are re-
minded to never give
out personal informa-
tion over the telephone,
especially social secu-
rity numbers to
strangers.
The caller reported

the scam to the Crit-
tenden County Sheriff’s
Department.

New guidance 
at nursing homes
Last week, the Cen-

ters for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS)
released new guidance
for visitation at nursing
homes.  It is effective
immediately. After a
year of significant re-
strictions imposed be-
cause of COVID-19, the
new guidance allows
indoor and outdoor
visits for all residents,
except in limited cir-
cumstances. Infection
prevention protocols
are still in place and
must be followed by all
visitors. Visitation is al-
lowed regardless of
vaccination status. 
Limitations on visita-

tion may occur: for un-
vaccinated residents if
the COVID-19 county
positivity rate is greater
than 10 percent and
less than 70 percent of
residents in the facility
are fully vaccinated; for
residents with COVID-
19, regardless of vacci-
nation status, until they
have met criteria to
discontinue precau-
tions; or for residents
in quarantine, regard-
less of vaccination sta-
tus, until they have met
criteria to be released
from quarantine. 
Compassionate care

visits should be allowed
at all times, regardless
of vaccination status,
an outbreak in the fa-
cility or the county's

positivity rate. 
While CMS and CDC

recommend that the
core principles of in-
fection prevention be
followed at all times,
including physical dis-
tancing, if a resident is
fully vaccinated, they
can choose to have
close contact (including
touch) with their visitor
while wearing a well-
fitting mask and per-
forming hand hygiene.  

INequity remains
between genders
New research from

the Kentucky Council
on Postsecondary Edu-
cation shows that, even
with advanced college
degrees, women in
Kentucky continue to
earn significantly less
than men over a life-
time. CPE released the
findings recently as
part of an ongoing se-
ries of research briefs
on education and earn-
ings in Kentucky. The
analysis shows that
women with an associ-
ate or bachelor’s de-
gree earn only 73 cents
for every dollar earned
by male counterparts
with a matching cre-
dential. Women with a
master’s degree earn
77 cents on the male’s
dollar.
In fact, the income

disparities for women
in Kentucky exceed the
national average at
every level of educa-
tion. According to the
U.S. Census Bureau,
women nationally made
82 cents on the dollar
in 2019.
Between men and

women with only a high
school education, the
gap in median lifetime
earnings totals about
$500,000 in Kentucky.
That grows to about
$1.4 million for men
and women with termi-
nal degrees, which in-
clude doctoral and
professional degrees
like law and engineer-
ing.
Even women with

higher levels of educa-
tion than men still
struggle to overcome
the financial disparities,
data show. For in-
stance, on a median
basis, Kentucky women
with a master’s degree
earn around $650,000
less than a male with a
bachelor’s degree.
Women with an associ-
ate degree earn about
$100,000 less than a
man with only a high
school diploma.
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50 YEARS AGO
March 18, 1971
n U.S. Air Force Sergeant Thomas E.
Lane, son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl R. Lane,
was named Outstanding Airman at Thule
AB, Greenland. Sergeant Lane, a commu-
nications equipment repairman, was se-
lected for his exemplary conduct and duty
performance. He was assigned to a unit of
the Air Force Communications Service. 
n New officers were installed for the
Woman’s Club of Marion. They were: Mrs.
Paul Mick, President; Mrs. Thomas
Tucker, vice-president; Mrs. William Tobin,
Recording Secretary; Mrs. Virgil Cook, Jr.,
Corresponding Secretary; and Miss Nelda
Phelps, treasurer. 
n Miss Pam Caudill, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Morris Caudill, was installed as treas-
urer at Kappa Delta social sorority at Mur-
ray State University. 

25 YEARS AGO
March 21, 1996
n Robert Holloman and Leigh Browning of
Blast Off Blues 4-H Club were crowned
King and Queen at the 4-H Variety Show
held at Fohs Hall. 
n Mitchel Fletcher, son of Rickie and
Debra Fletcher, won first place and a $50
savings bond in the Farmers Bank T-shirt
design contest for the Crittenden County
Special Olympics. The CCES sixth-
grader’s drawing consisted of the Ameri-
can flag with the Special Olympics symbol

and 14 stars - representing the local area
number. 
n Kristin Babbs and Michaellee Austin re-
ceived the highest event scores in the all-
around and floor exercise routines at the
Ohio Valley Conference Championships.  

10 YEARS AGO
March 17, 2011
n Emily Hendrix, a Crittenden County
Homeschooler, served as a personal page
for Kentucky House Representative Mike
Cherry. 
n Leslie Belt attended a comprehensive
three-day training program designed to
qualify her as a “Certified FeedMaster
Specialist” for Southern States Coopera-
tive, Inc. The rigorous training program is
tied to the Southern States FeedMaster
program and was designed to augment
the existing knowledge base of employees
involved in advising the co-op’s customers
on issues related to feeding various types
of animals. 
n The Crittenden County Chamber of
Commerce recognized the UK Extension
Office as Business of the Month for March. 
n Fifth-grade students across Kentucky
were asked to write an essay explaining
why their grandparent should be the
Grandparent of the Year. The winner at
Crittenden County Elementary School,
chosen by fifth-grade teachers, was Nikki
Adams. 
n The Crittenden County High School
basketball team held its annual award
banquet. Among those honored were
Casey Oliver, assist leader, chairman of
the boards, leading scorer, best free-throw
percentage, letterman; Terry Werne, letter-
man; Brian Berry, best defender, letter-
man; Jesse Highfil, scholar athlete,
letterman; Travis Gilbert, most improved,
letterman; Devin Clark, most improved, let-
terman; Thomas Scott, most improved, let-
terman; Bobby Knox, mental toughness
award, letterman; Tucker Frazer, letter-
man; Aaron Owen, letterman. 

Former Main Street group donates
to museum in memory of Shelby

A memorial contribution was made in honor of the late Emily Shelby to the Critten-
den County Historical Museum. Pictured are (from left) Marion Tourism Director
Michele Edwards, former Marion Main Street Executive Director Susan Alexander,
Museum Director Brenda Underdown and former Main Street directors Elliot West
and Maria Belt.

Marion Main Street, Inc., which dis-
solved last year, completed distribution
of the last of its assets to the Crittenden
County Historical Museum last week.
Former Main Street director Susan

Alexander said the group donated its
last $150 in cash to the museum in
honor of the late Emily Shelby, who
died in October. Shelby was a Main
Street director for about a dozen years
and chaired the group’s board of direc-
tors for nearly 10 years.
Alexander said that the memorial

was made as part of Women in History
Month. She said Shelby was instru-
mental in having the community’s 25-
page history coloring book published a
few years ago.
“She was a preservationist,” Alexan-

der said of Shelby.
Main Street also funded a series of

YouTube videos last summer. Those
were also done in memory of Shelby’s
contributions to the community.
The museum will open for the season

on April 7.



With the end of the
2021 Regular Session in
sight, fellow lawmakers
and I are wrapping up
legislative efforts by
passing a variety of bills
and finalizing the state’s
annual budget.
The General Assembly

needed to have passed
most bills by Tuesday,
March 16, to consider
any veto overrides that
may be necessary.
Why so soon? The leg-

islature recessed on
Tuesday, March 16 and
will reconvene on Mon-
day, March 29. During
the recess period, the
governor will have time to
consider bills that have
arrived on his desk.
Upon returning to the
Capitol at the end of the
month, the legislature
will only have two days
remaining to pass addi-
tional legislation and
override any vetoes.
Therefore, any legislation
sent to the governor dur-
ing those final days will
not be eligible for a veto
override, as we are con-
stitutionally required to
conclude regular session
business before April 1 in
odd numbered years.
In other news, the

House and Senate have
overridden the governor’s
vetoes on Senate Bill (SB)
3 and House Bill (HB) 6.
Since both of these meas-
ures contain what’s
known as an emergency
clause, the bills go into
effect immediately upon
becoming law rather
than 90 days after ad-

journment.
Senate Bill 3 moves the

Office of Agricultural Pol-
icy under the jurisdiction
of the Ken-
tucky Agri-
c u l t u r e
C o m m i s -
sioner’s Of-
fice. Moving
these critical
b o a r d s
under the
authority of
the Com-
missioner of
Agriculture
streamlines
our efforts to strengthen
Kentucky agriculture and
help our farmers. The of-
fice’s official role is the
promotion of interests of
agriculture and horticul-
ture, agricultural rev-
enues, and the protection
of Kentucky’s livestock
industries.
House Bill 6 strength-

ens an already existing
legislative committee
which, with the passing
of this bill, would become
the Legislative Oversight
and Investigations Com-
mittee. It codifies sub-
poena powers, gives the
committee the ability to
maintain the confiden-
tiality of investigative
documents, and imposes
fines on those in non-
compliance with the
committee’s efforts.
Several bills are now

with the governor for
consideration including:
Senate Bill 102 ex-

pands the Kentucky
Proud agricultural mar-
keting program to allow

products produced from
Asian carp, paddlefish, or
sturgeon to be qualified
to use the Kentucky
Proud logo on packaging
as long as the fish were
harvested from a body of
water in Kentucky. I am
primary sponsor of this
measure and was
pleased to see it pass
through the House favor-
ably with a floor amend-
ment, to which the
Senate concurred. I am
hopeful that the Gover-
nor will sign this into law
as it impacts rural Ken-
tuckians.
House Bill 312 limits

the ability of people who
do not live, work  or con-
duct business in Ken-
tucky to obtain records
through the state’s open
records law. These re-
strictions would not
apply, however, to out-of-
state journalists. A sec-
ond section of HB 312
would explicitly allow
open records requests to
be made via email. A
third would provide a
standardized form for the
requests but not require
that it be used. Under
this bill, the time to com-
ply with requests would
also be lengthened to five
days from three.
HB 312 reduces the

burden of public agen-
cies dealing with in-
creased numbers of
requests from out-of-
state groups looking for
information to commer-
cialize. I presented this
bill on the Senate floor
and was pleased to see

its passage.
House Bill 518 would

change the makeup of
the Kentucky State Fair
Board and clarify how it
operates. Not only does
the fair board operate the
Kentucky Exposition
Center where the state
fair is held, it also oper-
ates the Kentucky Inter-
national Convention
Center in downtown
Louisville. The two prop-
erties have an annual
$500 million economic
impact and generate $40
million in taxes.
The General Assembly

took significant steps re-
garding the one-year
State Budget this past
week. Biennial budgets,
or two-year budgets, are
traditionally enacted in
even-numbered years the
60-day regular sessions
of the General Assembly.
As the budget was being
crafted last year amid the
pandemic's onset, legis-
lators did not know what
the economic outlook,
and therefore, what state
revenues would be. Out
of an abundance of cau-
tion, it was determined to
pass only a one-year
budget, then return to
the 30-day session this
year to pass another.
This year’s budget will
essentially be a continu-
ing budget and will look
similar to last year’s. 
The budget conference

committee met to pub-
licly review and discuss
decisions regarding the
budget proposals from
the Governor, the House,

and the Senate. This
committee consists of
Majority and Minority
Leadership and Appro-
priations and Revenue
Committee Chairmen
from both chambers. You
can find the archived
video of budget confer-
ence committee meetings
by visiting
www.ket.org/legisla-
ture/archives.
I know many still suffer

from the economic im-
pacts of COVID-19. A re-
cent report from the
Kentucky Education and
Workforce Development
Cabinet shows that our
state unemployment rate
more than doubled to 6.6
percent during the shut-
downs. According to the
Director of the University
of Kentucky’s Center for
Business and Economic
Research, the report’s
numbers likely do not re-
flect the true magnitude
of the impact the last
year has had on the job-
less rate and unemploy-
ment. Between March
and April of 2020, unem-
ployment spiked to al-
most 17 percent.
Constituents are still

sharing their frustrations
with legislators, indicat-
ing that they cannot con-
nect with anyone at the
Labor Cabinet to assist
with their claims. Unfor-
tunately, the unemploy-
ment claim process is
solely an executive
branch function.
The legislature has

done all it can to assist,
such as recently passing

Senate Bill 7, which gives
the Secretary of the
Labor Cabinet authority
to forgive requirements
that people pay back
benefits mistakenly given
to them but did not qual-
ify for. I encourage you to
keep in good spirits. I am
hopeful that with a de-
cline in COVID-19 cases,
regional unemployment
offices will reopen soon
for in-person appoint-
ments. Please take a mo-
ment to visit the
Kentucky Career Center
website at
www.kcc.ky.gov to view
phone appointment
availability.
These final days of the

session will be busy, so I
encourage you to utilize
the many legislative re-
sources available to the
public. Stay up to date
on committee meetings
and bill activity by visit-
ing the LRC’s website at
www.legislature.ky.gov.
Additionally, you can
stream live legislative
coverage by logging onto
www.ket.org/legislature.

Sen. Robby Mills repre-
sents Crittenden and five
other counties – Caldwell,
Henderson, Livingston,
Union, Webster – in the
Fourth Senate District. If
you have any questions
or comments about these
issues or any other public
policy issue, contact him
toll-free at 1-800-372-
7181 or email
Robby.Mills@LRC.ky.gov.

Time is short. After
meeting for two days last
week, the General As-
sembly is down to its ver-
sion of the Final Four. As
I write this update,  16
bills have become law
and another
46 are on the
way to the
g o v e r n o r .
March 15
and March
16 are the
last legisla-
tive days be-
fore the veto
period. After
the veto pe-
riod, we will
meet March 29 to decide
whether or not to over-
ride any vetoes the Gov-
ernor might have made,
and on March 30 we will
meet to formally bring
the 2021 regular session
of the General Assembly
to a close.
As the end of the ses-

sion draws near, there
are many bills and issues
that are important and of
interest, but unfortu-
nately, an update such
as this cannot address
all of them. Thus, this
update will be limited to
only one: school choice.
Over the years there

has been much discus-
sion about school choice.
These discussions have
run the gamut from no
choice at all to vouchers
that would allow a stu-
dent to take the money
the state provides and
use it for tuition at the
school of the student’s
choice – public or private.
In fact, charter schools
were authorized by the
legislature several years
ago, but funding them
has never been approved.
This past week, House

Bill 563 came to the floor
of the House with two
major parts. The first
would allow children to
cross Kentucky public
school boundaries to at-
tend another Kentucky
public school and allow
the district the child is
attending to count the
child in its average daily
attendance which is part
of the funding mecha-
nism for schools.
The other part sets up

Education Opportunity
Accounts (EOAs) that
would enable eligible
families to receive finan-
cial assistance for a
child’s education. These
EOAs would be operated
by a non-profit account

granting organization
which would receive pri-
vate funds and distribute
them based on needs-
based eligibility criteria.
A student could be eligi-
ble for this financial as-
sistance if the student is
a member of a household
with an annual house-
hold income less than or
equal to 175 percent of
the amount of household
income necessary for eli-
gibility of reduced-price
school meals. Those who
make EOA donations
would be eligible to re-
ceive a tax credit of up to
95 percent of their total
donation.
During floor debate

many amendments were
offered with most being
rejected. However, two
amendments to HB-563
were adopted. The first
was for funding of all day
pre-kindergarten. The
other would provide
money for tuition and
fees for a student to at-
tend a pre-kindergarten
to grade 12 public or
non-public school in a
county with a population
greater than 150,000 –
essentially the Louisville
school district.
HB-563 would have lit-

tle or no effect in House
District 4 because agree-
ments are already in
place between school dis-
tricts to allow a student
to cross boundary lines,
and the bill would not
allow money for non-
public schools to be used
other than in the
Louisville area.
It was no surprise that

the Kentucky Education
Association (KEA) was
opposed to the bill. Dur-
ing the committee hear-
ing prior to HB-563
making it to the House
floor, though, we heard
testimony from public
school superintendents
in favor of the bill and
public school superin-
tendents opposed to the
bill. The main argument
of those opposed was
that it would take money
away from public
schools, but that is not
factual. The bill has
nothing to do with state
funding of public
schools. The money ob-
tained under the bill
comes from private dona-
tions.
Those in favor of the

bill say that it broadens
educational opportunity
for those in low income

families. I come down on
the side of that argu-
ment. The notion that
more and more money
for public schools is the
answer is flawed in my
estimation. Many times
I’ve heard the phrase
that we must “fully fund
education,” yet no one
has ever been able to de-
fine what that amount is.
I am not saying that our
public schools should
not be funded appropri-
ately, but there are many
non-public schools that
belie the idea that more
money cures all ills.
I find it ironic that

many of the anti HB-563
House members who
spoke so vehemently
against school choice
send their children to
private schools. Why
then, should parents
with less means than
those House members,
be denied the right to
make their own school
choice?
Testing has consis-

tently shown that on a
statewide basis, 40 per-
cent to 60 percent of our
students can’t read or do
math at grade level. I am
sure that with the educa-
tional changes brought

about by the pandemic,
these results have not
improved. For the sake of
our children, we must try
something different.
One of the things that

bothered me during de-
bate was that there was
much talk about money,
much talk about admin-
istrators, much talk
about teachers and
much talk about schools,
but very little talk about
children and their fami-
lies.
Therefore, I voted Yes,

the full House approved
the measure, and it has
been sent to the Senate
for its consideration.
There is no doubt that
the Senate will make
changes to the bill, so
what the bill will look like
when (or if) it comes back
to the House is un-
known.

Rep. Bechler (R-Marion)
represents the 4th District,
which includes Crittenden
and Livingston counties. You
can reach him at at 800-372-
7181, 502-564-8100 or by
visiting legislature.ky.gov
where you can find his email
link.
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SEWER
Continued from page 1
Councilman Darrin
Tabor, who supports
pulling the plug on build-
ing a new plant and
working toward a strat-
egy to renovate the exist-
ing sewer facility just
north of town off Sturgis
Road.
Alan Robinson, the

city’s contract engineer
and president of Eclipse
Engineering, has worked
on the project for years.
He believes a course
other than moving for-
ward to build a new plant
is a mistake. 
“We have looked at all

of this and the Division of
Water has looked at it;
it’s more complex than
adding height to the tank
and building a lagoon.
Those tanks are struc-
turally unsound and the
clarifiers are vastly un-
dersized,” he said, de-
scribing the current
sewer plant’s condition. 
Robinson recommends

staying the course, as
painful as that might be.
“This community can-

not afford it with 1,200
customers,” Tabor said
during discussion at
Monday’s city council
meeting. “If I am driving
a Pinto and can’t afford a

Cadillac, it’s because I
just drive what I can af-
ford.”
The engineer provided

information about water
and sewer rates cus-
tomers are paying in
other nearby communi-
ties. He said Marion’s
rates have traditionally
been much lower, and
that’s why more money
needs to be raised now
and in the future, so the
city can qualify for the
KIA 30-year loan, the in-
terest on which is pro-
posed at one-half of one
percent.
Councilwoman D’Anna

Browning expressed con-
cerns, too. She asked a
number of questions, in-
cluding whether it would
be possible for the city to
lower its water and sewer
rates while increasing the
environmental fee. That
would mean less money
to operate the municipal
service, but would reduce
added cost to customers. 
Councilman Donnie

Arflack questioned when
the city’s water plant on
the opposite side of town
might need similar im-
provements, which would
require further rate hikes
to meet additional debt.
The engineer said proba-
bly within 10 years.
There was some indica-

tion that the pandemic
had delayed this project
for about a year, which
prompted questions as to
whether the city might
qualify for supplemental
funding for the sewer
project from federal relief
packages. Gov. Andy
Beshear has indicated
previously in published
statements that he be-
lieves the money can go
for those types of things.
The Republican-led Gen-
eral Assembly has yet to
appropriate $2.6 billion
in federal COVID aid
from the American RES-
CUE Act.
As a procedural move,

the council introduced
the proposed rate in-
crease for the environ-
mental fee, but made it
clear that further discus-
sions and exploration of
other options will be con-
sidered before it acts to

pass the measure. It also
postponed approval of
the current low bid of
$13.6 million from the
Walker Company to con-
struct a new sewer plant.
Six contractors bid on
the project in January,
and Walker was the low-
est. The highest was
$19.3 million. 
Meantime, the clock is

ticking toward that April
deadline when all bids
must be rejected or one
selected. Between now
and then, city leaders will
have to decide if they’re
going to pass along more
cost to customers or
scrap the sewer project
and deal with ramifica-
tions of violating an
agreed order between
Marion and the common-
wealth that says the
plant will be built this
year.

Marion’s existing sewer plant off Sturgis Road.

Two popular pieces of
legislation have passed
all hurdles in the Ken-
tucky General Assembly
and now head to the gov-
ernor for his signature or
veto.
First, Kentucky stu-

dents whose academic
years have been dis-
rupted by the coron-
avirus pandemic are a
step closer to getting a
"do-over" year.
Local school boards

would have final say over
whether students get a
repeat year. The bill re-
quires districts to either

accept all applications to
repeat a grade or none. 
Secondly, a bill that

would cap the monthly
cost of insulin has
passed its final legislative
hurdle. House Bill 95,
sponsored by Rep.
Danny Bentley, R-Rus-
sell, would cap the
monthly co-payment at
$30 per month.  
According to the Amer-

ican Diabetes Associa-
tion, Kentucky has more
than 531,000 adults with
diabetes and another 1.1
million adults with pre-
diabetes.

Insulin, ‘do-over’ bills pass
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Ollie James treats locals to banquet, Washington trip

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
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Contact
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vice-chair
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House: 2013-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)
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Forgotten
Passages

Much has been written 
of Marion’s U.S. Sena-
tor Ollie M. James.  He 
must have been 
a very special 
person, for he 
was loved and 
so well thought 
of by his many 
friends in Mari-
on and the sur-
rounding area.  
The following 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
was taken from 
The Crittenden 
Record-Press, 
Jan. 25, 1912.

–––
Ollie M. 

James, in 1912, 
was 41 years 
old and had al-
ready served 10 
years in the U. 
S. House of Representa-
tives and was near the 
zenith of his popularity 
when the local citizens of 
Marion, his hometown, 
decided to host a ban-
quet for him following 
his election to the U.S. 
Senate.  

He would be arriving 
for a short visit in Marion 
before his inauguration 
into his new position as 
U.S. Senator in Washing-
ton.  The town citizens 
were planning a very 
special banquet to help 
show their pride and 
support for him, their 
native son, and also have 
a chance to hear him 
give a speech at home.  

There was not a citi-
zen of Marion but what 
felt in his heart that the 
welcome given to their 
distinguished and be-
loved citizen, U.S. Sena-
tor-elect Ollie M. James 
was richly deserved and 
highly pleasing to the 
man who had always 
kept close to the hearts 
of his home people and 
kept them and their wel-
fare uppermost in his 
heart.

He arrived in Marion 
from Washington, D. C. 
on Jan. 12, 1912 at the 
depot and was met by a 
great outpouring of the 
people, and then on to 
his family home where 
he spoke briefly from 
the portico of the James 
mansion on the corner 
of Depot and College 
Streets. 

All day long admiring 
friends arrived from all 
points of the compass 
to do him honor and to 
sit at the banquet which 
was to be the crowning 
event of a gala day.

Seven o’clock was the 
hour named, and at that 
time over 100 gentlemen 
were at the entrance to 
the banquet ball await-
ing the sounding of the 
gong, which would be the 
signal for them to enter 
and be seated.  Each one 
had been given his tick-
et and the number of his 
table and there was no 
confusion, as everything 
was moving off in a good 
form.

The menu included: 
claret punch, heart of 
celery, radishes, queen 
olives, oyster soup, 
stuffed turkey, giblet 
sauce, cranberry frappe, 
French peas in cases, 
creamed potatoes, hot 
rolls, lettuce and toma-
to salad with French 
dressing, Neapolitan ice 

cream, cakes, Charlotte 
Russe, Roquefort cheese, 
Bents water crackers, 

coffee, cigars 
and cigarettes.

At the plates 
each guest 
found beauti-
ful hand paint-
ed place cards 
with the dome 
of the Capitol 
and “O.M.J.” in 
monogram and 
the facsimile 
of the guests’ 
own signature 
on them which 
had been pre-
pared by Mar-
ion’s young 
artist Herbert 
Rodgers.

The menu 
which was at 

each guest’s plate and 
were works of art print-
ed at Bourland printing 
rooms in this city and 
had on the front cover 
a bust of U. S. Senator 
Ollie M. James, which 
covered the entire page, 
and on the back cover 
“Marion’s Contribution 
to Our Country,” with 
pictures of her four most 
renowned products O. 
M. James, U. S. Senator 
elect, W. J. Deboe ex U. 
S. Senator, Lee Cruce, 
governor of Oklahoma 
and Thomas J. Nunn, 
Judge of the Kentucky 
Court of Appeals.

Following the din-
ner, toasts and speech-
es were given, led off by 
Judge Blue, followed by 
V. Y. Moore, ex-Senator 
William J. Deboe, Ken-
tucky Court of Appeals 
Judge Thomas J. Nunn 
and Senator James. Mr. 
James’ speech was de-
livered by him in a man-
ner which proved how he 
was pleased at the ova-
tion given him.

–––
The Ollie James

Special
What an exciting time 

for the businessmen 
of Marion, as a spe-
cial train car had been 
made available for them 
by Ollie M. James U.S. 
Senator-elect, to ride to 
Washington for his in-
auguration and be wel-
comed and shown the 
sights by Senator James 
himself.

Here is the rest of the 
story from the Critten-
den Record- Press Feb. 
20, 1913.

As a compliment to 
their fellow townsmen 
who has been so sig-
nally honored, the resi-
dents of Marion, Ky., will 
leave the depot Thurs-
day Feb. 27, at 4 o’clock 
p.m. aboard their “Ollie 
James Special,” which 
will arrive in Louisville 
Friday morning.

After stopping for 
breakfast they will attach 
to the C & O at 9 p.m., 
arriving in Washington 
on Saturday morning, 
March 1. They are going 
there three days before 
the inauguration in order 
to see Washington before 
inauguration day, March 
4, when their favorite 
son will take his seat as 
United States senator.

While in Washington 
they will be under the 
personal charge of Sena-
tor-elect James, who will 
also accompany them to 

New York for a couple of 
days.  The committee, 
which made all arrange-
ment for the trip and will 
be in personal charge, 
is composed of Wm. G. 
Clifton, James H. Orme, 
Thomas H. Cochran, 
Sam Gugenheim, and 
William Barnett.  Others 
that are going are: Wm. 
E. Dowell, Phin B. Croft 
and Forrest Harris of 
Tolu, Jesse Olive, Perry 
S. Maxwell, John W. Wil-
son, Sam Gugenheim, 
Jeff I. Clement, and Dr. 
Fred W. Nunn of Marion.

News of the Marion 
group is kept up to date 
by the Record-Press.  
March 6, 1913 we read 
that the members of the 
“Ollie James Special” 
from Marion and sur-
rounding towns had the 
day of their lives.

First the Senator elect 
had them all to a buffet 
luncheon in his apart-
ments.  There were near-
ly two score of them, but 
Mrs. James, Misses Liz-
zie and Ruby James (sis-
ters of Mr. James) and 
Miss Nancy Johnson, 
daughter of Representa-

tive Ben Johnson, served 
them bountifully.

Mr. James then 
brought the whole party 
to the Capital where he 
showed them the build-
ing and put them all in 
the galleries, although 
the doorkeepers insisted 
there was no room.

“Let these fellows in, 
remarked Mr. James.  
They’re the salt of the 
earth.  They’re the men 
who fight my battles for 
me.”

Then Senator-elect Ol-
lie James shattered more 
precedents for the “Ollie 
James Club” of Mari-
on.  He took his home-
town delegation to the 
Treasury Department to 
be shown through that 
building.  Policemen in-
formed him the corridors 
were closed.  “Not to the 
men of Marion,” said Mr. 
James, who at once in-
terviewed the Secretary 
of the Treasurer.

They can go through 
if you go with them, Mr. 
McVeagh, said, and so 
the deed was done.  Lat-
er the delegation was 
shown through the White 

House by Mr. James.
–––

James For President.  
It was always thought 
that Senator James 
would most likely been 
nominated for President 
for the Democratic Party.  
Here is an article from 
June 1916 that proves 
this to be true.

The Louisville Times 
of Friday June 16, 1916 
places Hon. O.M. James 
of Marion in nomination 
for President in 1920 in 
the following manner.

The dominant figure 
at the St. Louis conven-
tion was Ollie M. James 
of Kentucky. He was the 
President’s personal rep-
resentative; he was the 
party’s official spokes-
man, so chosen because 
as the floor leader in the 
Senate, he has for almost 
four years led the Dem-
ocratic fighting line and 
has never met defeat.  
“James for President 
in 1920” was the cry of 
the convention when he 
finished his speech as 
permanent chairman, 
and James for President 
it will be, if the party 
rightly rewards a great 
son.  President Ollie M. 
James sounds good to 

us who know him and 
have watched him grow 
through the years from a 
young man to premier of 
President Woodrow Wil-
son’s coterie of confiden-
tial advisers.

–––
Sad Ending. But 

through other articles 
that I’ve written about 
the Senator, we know 
that this didn’t happen, 
for Ollie James died at 
the age of 47 with a kid-
ney disease. Part of his 
obituary reads, “we have 
lost our most distin-
guished citizen, the state 
a brilliant political ora-
tor, and the nation one of 
its ablest statesmen.”  

It seems a shame that 
through the years, noth-
ing in Marion has been 
named in honor of this 
once great person from 
Marion and Crittenden 
County, who so greatly 
loved his home town and 
the people that lived here.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

Local businessmen and supporters of Ollie M. James 
had their picture taken as they arrived to board the Ol-
lie M. James Special, the train that Sen. James had pre-
pared for them to ride for their trip to Washington, D. C. 
to be there for his inauguration of U. S. Senator.

n A community singing will be held at 6 p.m., Satur-
day, March 20 at Maranatha Baptist Church, located 
at 1442 Cedar Grove Rd., in Salem. Refreshments 
will be served and a love offering will be collected for 
Waylon Lockhart.

–––
Does Your Organization  Have  Something 

Planned?
Let us know. We post notes here at no charge.
Email to thepress@the-press.com or call (270) 

965-3191.

Community Events & News
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In 1999 the estate of 
Edwin Friedman pub-
lished notes from an un-
finished book. 
The result was 
“A Failure of 
Nerve: Leader-
ship in the Age 
of the Quick 
Fix.” Here is 
what he said 
about Ameri-
can society’s 
reactivity to 
nearly every-
thing. 

“ I n v o l v e d 
here is more a 
matter of dif-
fering, bicker-
ing or taking 
sides. As with 
any chronically 
anxious fami-
ly, there is in 
American society today 
an intense quickness 
to interfere in another’s 
self-expression, to over-
react to any perceived 
hurt, to take all dis-
agreement too seriously 
and to brand the oppo-
sition with ad hominem 
personal epithets (chau-
vinist, ethnocentric, ho-
mophobic, and so on.) 
As in personal families, 
this hardens hearts and 
leaves little room for for-
giveness or balanced ac-
commodation.”

Keep in mind this was 

nearly five years before 
Facebook debuted. It 
was before nearly every-

one was walk-
ing around 
with smart-
phones. This 
was published 
the same year 
as this year’s 
college grad-
uates were 
born. They 
grew up raised 
by this society 
and now they 
are connect-
ed to it 24/7. 
What Freid-
man described 
in the 1990s 
has become 
even more en-
grained in our 
society. Our 

last president is the epit-
ome of what this looks 
like. We should keep an 
eye on our current one.

What we are left with is 
an environment in which 
anyone who is part of a 
group dare not speak 
independently for fear 
of reprisals and exclu-
sion. In such an environ-
ment it is not possible to 
“break ranks” with your 
group because it acts as 
an emotionally bound 
unit with no capacity or 
tolerance for the individ-
ual to express an opin-

ion, or even introduce a 
fact, that does not cohere 
with the group’s message 
or identity. Truth dies 
and is replaced by narra-
tive. This is the world we 
have given to our youth.

Add to this the imme-
diacy of nearly every-
thing. Not only do we 
look for quick fixes that 
reduce the immediate 
pain but do nothing to 
address the problem, we 
now have immediate ac-
cess to someone that will 
answer nearly any ques-
tion we might have that 
will confirm our current 
thinking.

I had a discussion 
with a friend who works 
with students at a public 
university in Texas. We 
were discussing some of 
the faith questions that 
those students have. He 
said students run at hy-
per-speed when it comes 
to wanting their ques-
tions answered. Their 
rhythms of life are dif-
ferent than those of their 
parents and grandpar-
ents.

When I have a ques-
tion about something, I 
will usually wait until I 
can speak with someone 
by phone or in person. 
I may sit on my ques-
tion for a week or two – 
sometimes longer. With 

the youngest two gener-
ations that question will 
be sent via text. If there 
is not a reply in the next 
10 minutes they will be 
listening to a podcast or 
watching a video on the 
subject, often without 
regard to the presenter’s 
background or agenda. 
There are some, certainly 
not all, that do this with-
out a firm belief system 
in place. There are many 
who not only have not 
formed a belief system, 
but do not know any re-
liable sources to discuss 
faith and morality from 
the standpoint of faith. 
From a spiritual perspec-
tive this is the perfect 
set-up for being “tossed 
back and forth by the 
waves, and blown here 
and there by every wind 
of teaching...” (Ephe-
sians 2:14, NIV)

One can see, then, 
how such an environ-
ment can lead young 
people toward causes 
that may be worth pur-
suing. The problem is 
that these causes have 
become their faith. And 
many causes have rules 
and regulations (many 
of them tacit rather than 
explicit) that its mem-
bers dare not break.

Anecdotally, I can say 
that I regularly get calls 

from people in their 
twenties who had a ques-
tion, listened to a pod-
cast, and got confused. I 
know that for every one 
that does call or talk to 
someone in person, there 
are many that do not. 

We live in a world full 
of younger generations 
who care about justice, 
equality and the planet. 
It is, in my opinion, our 
populist leaders (on both 
sides of the aisle) who let 
us down. It is our focus 
on one or two issues to 
the exclusion more im-
portant things that have 
let them down. They see 
this and its duplicity and 
are rightly appalled. 

I am, however, an eter-
nal optimist. If you are 
fortunate enough to have 
others in your life that 
send you questions via 

text – answer them – im-
mediately. It is rarely a 
nuanced or satisfacto-
ry answer, but it keeps 
the connection and con-
versation going. Do not 
judge the question. They 
are searching – let them.

It is always important 
for each generation to 
pass down their faith to 
the next. This is getting 
continually more difficult 
as the world continues 
to change at breakneck 
speed while it seems to 
be fracturing into ever 
more isolated ideologies. 
Stay tethered to faith 
and the reality in which 
we live.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Living in the age of anxiety and eagarness

Question:  I have been 
married for 20 years and 
our relationship has lost it 
sparkle. Recently I have 
become acquainted with a 
man at work who flirts with 
me. We have shared social 
drinks on two occasions 
and he wants to take our re-
lationship farther. What will 
it hurt if I have an affair with 
him?

Answer: I implore you 
to step back from the at-

traction you have for this 
individual. Your relationship 
with him is as dangerous to 
you as having a poisonous 
snake loose in your car. You 
are about to make a critical 
breach in your marriage 
relationship that will cause 

heartbreak, jealousy and 
regret. 

God has said in the Ten 
Commandments “You shall 
not commit adultery” (Ex. 
20:14).  Committing adul-
tery breaks trust with our 
spouse and it divides the 
oneness God desires us to 
experience with our mar-
riage mate (Gen. 2:24). 
Adultery damages the trust 
in a marriage through be-
trayal. It transfers the mar-

ital bond in one partner to 
someone else.

Instead of pursuing a re-
lationship with another, you 
should put extra time into 
rebuilding your love rela-
tionship with your husband. 
Love that has waned can 
be rebuilt. The added effort 
you put in it will bring rich 
rewards.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Honor marriage through faithfulness to your spouse

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison



for sale
Quilting machine, $500. 
(610) 799-8169. (2t-12-p)
ARs for sale (270) 969-
0069 (4t-13-p)
Ammo for sale (270) 969-
0069 (4t-13-p)

free
FREE: New men and 
women’s catheters. Con-
tact PACS office (270) 
965-4765. (1t-11-p)

wanted
Hay ground needed. Will 
pay by the bale. (270) 
704-1787. (8t-18-p)

automotive
1994 Dodge Dakota Club 
Cab 4x4, V8, auto, AC, 
PS, PB, PW, new radi-
ator, no rust, good con-
dition. (270) 988-3564. 
(2t-12-p)

real estate
2 or 3 BR, 1 bath house 
for sale at 108 Kevil St., 
Marion. $22,500. (601) 
799-8169. (2t-12-p)

employment
Manager and hourly su-
pervisor needed at Crit-
tenden County Detention 
Center. Apply at the jail 
through Kellwell Food 

Management. (4t-14-p)
CDL DRIVERS, EQUIP-
MENT OPERATORS, 
LABORERS NEEDED 
IMMEDIATELY! Full-time. 
Local & travel positions, 
1st & 2nd shift positions 
available now!  Strong 
Solid Company with 
a Bright Future! Good 
starting wage based on 
skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or 
email resume to hmalo-
ney@libertytire.com. Call 
for more info 270-965-
3613. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.  (4t-12-c)
NOW HIRING! General 
Laborers, Forklift Oper-
ators, Tire Tech, Lube 
and Machine Operators. 
Please apply at Rocket 
Tire, 314 Sturgis Road, 
Marion, KY Monday 
through Friday 7 a.m.-5 
p.m. or Saturday 7 a.m.-
12 p.m. (4t-12-p)

The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees.  We 
offer a competitive salary, 
benefits package, and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
Full-time, part-time, and 
substitute positions avail-
able. MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran.  To view current 
openings and qualifica-
tions and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com.  “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day” (4t-12-p)
Reliable workers need-
ed! Full-time, 1st & 2nd 
shift positions avail-
able now!  Strong Solid 
Company with a Bright 
Future! Good starting 
wage $10 & up based on 
skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or 
email resume to hmalo-
ney@libertytire.com. Call 

for more info 270-965-
3613. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.  (6-tfc)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock 
driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction.
(12t-11-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Hender-
son Gleaner, The Liv-
ingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by mak-
ing one call for all! For 
more information, contact 
the classified department 
at (270) 965-3191 or 
email us at advertising@
the-press.com.

legal notice
Notice is hereby given 
that on March 10, 2021 
Trina Dyer of 207 Sum-
mit Drive, Marion, Ky. 
42064 was appointed ad-

ministratrix of Nida Jean 
Heady, deceased, whose 
address was CCHR, 
201 Watson St., Marion, 
Ky. 42064. Hon. John T. 
Hamilton, 201 W. Short 
St., Ste. 102, Lexington, 
Ky. 40507, agent for ser-
vice of process.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
Agent for Process with 

will annexed on or before 
the 9th day of September, 
2021 and all claims not so 
proven and presented by 
that date shall be forever 
barred.
All persons indebted to 
the estate of the above-
named decedent, will 
please call and settle said 
debts immediately. 
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-11-c)
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    The
Crittenden Press

125 E. Bellville St., P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064 • (270) 965-3191

information@the-press.com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6 for one 
week, with a 10-cent charge for each word over 
the initial 20. Run the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. Now, all regular 
classified ads are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no extra charge.
You can also reach more than one million 
readers with one call! Contact the classified 
department for more information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 newspapers for only 
$250.
It is the policy of The Crittenden Press Inc., to 
fully comply with the Fair Housing Act and to 
never knowingly publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, disability or family status. If 
you believe an advertisement published in this 
newspaper is discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at (270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for ads on this page 
are within the 270 area code unless otherwise 
noted.
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MORE ONLINE: KEEP TRACK BETWEEN NEWSPAPERS
Want to keep track of what’s happening day to day around the com-
munity or in Rocket Sports? Visit The Press Online where you can
get breaking news and additional coverage between print issues.

WOMEN
Continued from page 1
putting away clean laun-
dry is a goal of mine, and
it certainly stems from
my mom teaching me the
responsibility of going to
the basement to fetch
clothes out of the dryer
and insisting they did not
pile up in a chair some-

where. 
In every aspect of our

lives we can recall the
names of influential
women in our lives.
During Women’s History
Month, it would make
them so proud for us to
reach out to them and
let them know their im-
pact is not forgotten.

COACH
Continued from page 1
berths in the state quar-
terfinals while posting a
record of 28-8 in three
seasons. 
His team was 7-3 last

year, losing to eventual
Class A state runner-up
Kentucky Country Day in
the playoffs.
A 2004 graduate of

Crittenden County High
School where he played
quarterback, Thompson
played as a receiver in
college at Campbellsville
University. 
The Tilghman coaching

position has been open
since January when
Jonathan Smith resigned
after posting a 22-11

record over three seasons
and taking the Blue Tor-
nado to the state quar-
terfinals in 2019.
Thompson first joined

the Rocket football
coaching staff in 2009
then left to spend a few
years at Union County
with then-Braves head
coach Steve Carter (a for-
mer Rocket assistant
who is now Superintend-
ent of Schools at Mc-
Cracken County).
Thompson returned to
CCHS to serve as offen-
sive coordinator and as-
sistant head coach before
being named the new
skipper, replacing 27-
year head coach Al
Starnes in January of
2018. 

RUCK
Continued from page 1
level.
At 10 p.m., Friday,

March 5, Wood and other
endurance athletes em-
barked on David Goggins’
4x4x48 Challenge. Gog-
gins, a triathlete and re-
tired Navy Seal, also
participated in the chal-
lenge. Goggins expected
every participant to run,
exercise – or for Wood,
ruck, four miles every
four hours for 48 hours. 
With a 40-pound pack

on his back, Wood’s ex-
perience represented his
late father Steve’s cancer
battle. The last four miles
he added weight to his
rucksack and finished
the event carrying 75
pounds.
“I know my misery

pales in comparison to
(my dad’s) but I just want
to share some of that
misery he might’ve faced
while alive,” Wood said.
Pledges form family

and friends helped Wood
raise $2,495 for the
Colon Cancer Founda-
tion.
Inspired only by the

desire to honor his father
and test himself person-
ally, Wood shies away
from the attention he is
receiving for his ad-
mirable feat.
“I had in my mind I

wanted to get it done,
and after seeing on Face-
book all the people sup-
porting me, it gave me
motivation to keep
going,” Wood said. “I did-
n’t want it to be about
me, I just wanted to do
something tough and
honor my dad and I’m
glad I got to raise money
for good cause.”
There was little time to

sleep during the 48-hour
challenge, but Wood went
home and tried to rest
between the four-hour
intervals. 
High school classmates

Gaige Courtney, David
Kesler, Jeramie Sorina,

Katie Head, Brandon
DeBoe and Cody McDon-
ald joined him through-
out the weekend to keep
him company. He walked
the countryside near his
home then took his hike
to Marion’s City-County
Park toward the end of
the weekend, preferring
the flat ground due to a
nagging leg injury.
“I didn’t expect atten-

tion, I don’t really like at-
tention, it’s just
something I wanted to do
for (my dad) and I wanted
to challenge myself,”
Wood said. “I would like
to see people get out and
try to change their life
any way they can, physi-
cally, mentally, spiritu-
ally - I think that’s
missing in the world now
a little bit.”

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County

High School senior Ken-
lee McDaniel is one of 10
applicants chosen as a
McConnell Scholar at the
University of Louisville.
Just over 400 people

applied. 
The McConnell Schol-

ars Program is a presti-
gious leadership and
scholarship program at
the University of
Louisville, focusing on
the foundations of lead-
ership and political and
social thought in Amer-
ica.
McConnell Scholars

benefit from financial
awards; mentored stud-
ies of leadership, citizen-
ship and the liberal arts;
international and domes-
tic travel; opportunities
to meet and engage with

prominent national, state
and local leaders; and ac-
cess to the center’s
alumni leadership net-
work.
As a McConnell

Scholar, students receive
four-year renewable
scholarships to the Uni-
versity of Louisville and
are guaranteed full in-
state tuition to attend
UofL. Scholars can also
apply for internship and
professional development
grants.
McDaniel also recently

earned an FFA All Region
Star Award.

Junior Maggie Blazina
earned the gold level
recognition in the state
4-H achievement pro-
gram. As a gold achiever,

Blazina earned an ex-
pense-paid trip to Atlanta
in November to represent
Kentucky and Crittenden
County. 

Blazina earns gold level in 4-H

McDaniel gets FFA Star, McConnell scholarship

McDaniel



5TH DISTRICT TOURNAMENT
BOYS

Monday’s Opening Round
Lyon County 94, Livingston Central 58
Crittenden County 82, Trigg County 63
Championship Game
Thursday, 7pm at Cadiz

GIRLS
RESCHEDULED DUE TO COVID-19
Friday, March 19 at Cadiz
Crittenden Co. vs Livingston, 5:30pm
Lyon Co. vs Trigg County, 7:45pm
Saturday, March 20 at Cadiz
Championship, 7pm
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LOCAL SPORTS
BASKETBALL
Second Region info
The boys’ and girls’ Second Re-

gion basketball tournament formats
will be a bit different next week be-
cause of the pandemic. First-round
regional tournament games will be
played at four sites hosted by dis-
trict winners. The boys’ games will
be Monday and the girls’ on Tues-
day. The semifinals and champi-
onship games will be at
Madisonville for the boys and Hop-
kins Central for the girls. Tickets will
be available in advance on Tick-
etLeap.com. Parents and families
will have first chance to buy tickets.
There is a 25-percent capacity in
the final four gyms. Tickets will be
one sale to the public 24 hours be-
fore each game, if there are any
available.

Downey 1K at LCHS
Max Downey, a senior at Liv-
ingston Central, scored his 1,000th
career point in the Cardinals’ loss
Monday in the 5th District Tourna-
ment.

GOLF
Gilchrist taking red shirt
Murray State freshman Lauren

Gilchrist has redshirted in her first
season with the Murray State Uni-
versity women’s golf team. A 2020
graduate of Crittenden County High
School, Gilchrist continues to prac-
tice with the Racer golfers, but will
not compete this spring. The team
did not have a fall season because
of the pandemic. By redshirting,
she will have four years of eligibility
remaining when the 2021 fall sea-
son begins.

RUNNING
Keller sets school record
Crittenden County senior Kate

Keller finished runner-up in the
Kentucky Track and Cross Country
Association Indoor Meet Saturday.
Her time in the 1,500 meters set a
new school record at 5:09 and was
a personal best for the senior. She
also finished third in the 800 me-
ters. Keller and the CCHS track
and field team will be getting start-
ing on their spring season in just a
few days.

FOOTBALL
Warren Central off
Warren Central has dropped Crit-
tenden County from its football
schedule after originally agreeing to
a two-year contract. The Rockets
were supposed to have played
Warren Central Oct. 29. Rocket
Athletic Director Sean Thompson
said a replacement is being sought.

DISC GOLF
Tournament is full
The Bluegrass Series Disc Golf

Tournament endorsed by local
course designer H.B. Clark is al-
ready full and a waiting list has
been established for the April 3
event at Marion-Crittenden County
Park. Most of the 90 registered par-
ticipants are from out of town and
will represent six states besides
Kentucky.

RUNNING/WALKING
2.5K event at church
The Happy Feet Equals Learning

Feet 2.5K run and fun walk will be
held at Sugar Grove Cumberland
Presbyterian Church at 10 a.m., on
Saturday, March 27. Cost is $10.
This is a 1.5-mile run or walk and
proceeds benefit Happy Feet of
Crittenden County, a non-profit or-
ganization that helps provide shoes
for children in need. For more infor-
mation, contact Tiffany Roberts at
270-704-1360.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting

opportunities currently in season or
coming up soon: 
Antler Sheds                    Year Round
Coyote Nighttime       Dec. 1 - May 31
Youth Wild Turkey                  April 3-4
Wild Turkey                April 17 - May 9 
Coyote                             Year Round
Groundhog                       Year Round
Turtles                              Year Round

Career night leads CCHS to region

Photo by Ashlyn Brown

STAFF REPORT
For perhaps the first time

ever in one season, Critten-
den County has four players
and a coach on the All Re-
gion Basketball squads.
Twenty-seven-year Lady

Rocket coach Shannon
Hodge was named Coach of
the Year in the region while
two of her Lady Rockets,
senior Nahla Woodward and
sophomore Taylor Guess,
were also selected. 

Senior Rock-
ets Gabe Mott
and Preston
Turley were se-
lected to the
All Region
Team. 
Se l e c t i ons

recognize regu-
l a r - s e a s o n
performance. The Kentucky
Basketball Coaches’ Associ-
ation announced the honors
late last week.

STAFF REPORT
The Rockets played one of

their best games of the sea-
son, beating a good Carlisle
County team on the road last
Thursday. Crittenden led
from start to finish and got
double-digit scoring from
four players, including Ben
Dobyns, who came off the
bench with four threes.
The Rockets beat McLean

on the road to close out their
season with buzzer-beater
three-pointer by Preston
Turley. 
CCHS finished the regular

season with a 12-8 record. It
was the Rockets’ second
straight winning season for
the first time in more than 15
years. The last time CCHS
had a winning record two

straight seasons was in 2004
and 2005.
A tightly-guarded Turley

made the winning shot from
just inside the midline to lift
the Rockets to a 46-45 win.
The Rockets brought the ball
into its back court with 2.7
seconds to play and Turley
never gave it up before
knocking down the buzzer-
beater. 
McLean fell to 17-8. 
The Rockets had bested

the Cougars in overtime
when they met in Marion a
few weeks ago. McLean has
had its first back-to-back
winning seasons in many
years.

Crittenden Co.     5    20    27   46
McLean Co.       13   22    35   45

CRITTENDEN - Morgeson 13, Cham-
pion 3, Winders, Mott 13, Boone 5,
Dobyns, Derrington, Turley 12. FG 18.
3-pointers 7 (Morgeson 3, Champion,
Mott, Turley 2). FT 3-7.
MCLEAN – Phillips 12, Larkin, Floyd
8, Darlin 6, Riley, Dame 2, Cruz 3,
Brackett 14, Hampton. FG 16. 3-point-
ers 5. FT 8-11.

Crittenden Co.    15   39    50   66
Carlisle County   7    22    34   45
CRITTENDEN - Morgeson 15, Cham-
pion 5, Winders, Mott 13, Beverly 1,
Davidson, Boone 11, Adamson,
Dobyns 13, Derrington, Guess, Turley
8. FG 23. 3-pointers 7 (Morgeson 2,
Dobyns 4, Champion). FT 13-18.
CARLISLE – Elder 13, Latham,
Bowles 2, Williams 2, Sasseen, Oliver
4, Grogan 5, Hayden 19, Martin,
Kelling, Draper, Newsome. FG 12. 3-
pointers 3. FT 18-22.

Hodge, 4 players are All Region

Hodge

Pandemic protocol
shifts Fifth girls
Due to COVID-19 proto-

col, the Fifth District Girls'
Tournament, which was
set to begin Tuesday,
March 16, has been de-
layed. 
The event will get started

on Friday, March 19 with
the Lady Rockets playing
Livingston Central at 5:30
p.m., at Cadiz. 
Lyon and Trigg counties

will play Friday's nightcap.
The girls' championship

is at 7 p.m., on Saturday at
Cadiz.

STAFF REPORT

A 82-63 Rocket win Monday
night against Trigg County
ensures the Rockets two more
post-season games – a cham-
pionship bout with Lyon
Thursday in the Fifth District
Tournament at Cadiz and a
berth to the Second Region
Tournament next week. 
Crittenden County will be

playing in the district tourna-
ment championship game for
the fourth straight season.
Each of the previous three
were also against the Lyons.
CCHS won the title in 2018
and finished runnerup the
other two times. This will also
be Crittenden’s fourth
straight to the regional tour-
nament. Regional play begins
on Monday at sites of district
champions. The semifinal and
championship rounds will be
at Madisonville next week.
In the district tournament

semifinal, Crittenden had a
big second half to pull away
after a closely contested open-

ing to the game.
Senior Gabe Mott had 13 of

his career-high 37 points in
the fourth quarter despite de-
fensive pressure on every
dribble. He scored more than
half of those fourth-quarter
points at the foul line. 
Both Trigg and Crittenden

used a full-court press from
the opening whistle to the
game’s end. 
Crittenden (13-8) got big

play out is its senior corps,
starting with three first-half
treys from Ben Dobyns. 
Dobyns has been comfort-

able all season being Coach
Denis Hodge’s three-point
shooting specialist. 
“I have always just been a

three-point shooter, that’s
been my role and what I’ve al-
ways worked on,” Dobyns
said. “It’s my senior year, I
had to show out and I’m just
thankful I got the shots.”
Tyler Boone gave fans

something to talk about when
he scored on a put-back while

falling to the floor to end the
first half. Boone finished with
12 points and Preston Turley
had nine.
“It’s a win. Got to celebrate

it, but we can’t stay high too
long because we have to look
to the next game against Lyon
County,” Mott said.
Crittenden and Lyon have

already played twice this sea-
son. Crittenden lost by 19 in
the first game of the season,
and by 30 last month. The
Lyons have been ranked No. 1
in the region for almost the

entire season. They are 21-3.
The championship game will
be played at 7 p.m., Thursday
at Cadiz.

Trigg County             8     31     49     63
Crittenden Co.         18    40     61     82
TRIGG – Thompson 6, Ahart 6, Ladd 19,
Vaughn 7, Adams 13, K.Vaughn 9,
Reynolds, Parham 3. FG 23. 3-pointers 9
(Ladd 5, Thompson 2, Ahart 2). FT 7-15.
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 12, Champion
3, Winders, Mott 37, Boone 12, Dobyns
9, Turley 9. FG 27. 3-pointers 5 (Morge-
son 2, Dobyns 3). FT 23-27.

Rocket senior Ben Dobyns celebrates one of his long-range
bombs at Trigg County.

Senior guard Gabe Mott was on his game Monday in the opening
round of the district tournament. He scored a career-high 37, in-
cluding 13 in the last period.

Rockets earn 4th straight trip
to district championship game

Lady
Rocket
leading
scorer
Taylor
Guess
poured in
32 points
last week
in the
girls’ final
regular-
season
game
against
Trigg
County.

Girls close 
with victory
Taylor Guess scored 32 at

Trigg County last Thursday,
but that’s five points lower
than her career best. She led
all scorers as CCHS swept
Trigg in the regular season.
Two other CCHS girls were in
double figures.
The Lady Rockets closed the

regular season with a 16-4
record.

Crittenden Co.    16       31      45      58
Trigg County       15       27      38      50
CRITTENDEN - Guess 32, Smith 10,
Moss 13, Duncan, Woodward 3, Perry-
man, Long. FG 21. 3-pointers 1 (Guess).
FT 15-30.
TRIGG - Noffsinger 5, Hyde 3, K.Grubbs 2,
Barbee, I.Grubbs 10, Phillips 10, Reynolds
20. FG 21. 3-pointers 3. FT 5-17.

Rockets win 2 down regular-season stretch



Positive cases
down a trickle
Crittenden County Health

Department is taking ap-
pointments for Thursday,
March 18 for COVID-19
vaccine. 
Many individuals under

the age of 60 may qualify
for the vaccine because a
host of occupations are
considered essential, ac-
cording to state guidelines.
Call the health department
at 270-965-5215 to see if
you can be inoculated.
The entire process takes

less than 10 minutes. You
will be asked to remain in
your vehicle until an atten-
dant brings you a brief
questionnaire to complete.
Once that is done you enter
the building, provide your
insurance card and Ken-
tucky driver’s license, then
get the shot. 
You will be asked to wait

in the parking lot for 15 min-
utes following the injection
to make sure there are no
temporary side effects.
There is no charge for the

vaccine.
Cases in Crittenden

County continue to drop. At
press time on Tuesday af-
ternoon, there had not been
any new diagnoses re-
ported here since the previ-
ous Thursday. If the
available data is correct, the
county had gone seven
days, from March 9-15, with
just one confirmed case.
While the virus wanes

among the general popula-
tion, area prison facilities
are dealing with a major
issue. It was reported last
week that the two correc-
tional facilities in Lyon
County had a combined
851 inmates and staff in-
fected with COVID-19. 
According to reports,

Kentucky State Penitentiary
at Eddyville had more than
530 cases. The Western
Kentucky Correctional
Complex near Fredonia
had more than 300.
A total of three inmates

have died between those
two facilities. 
Kentucky Department of

Corrections said it is taking
aggressive steps to protect
its staff and inmates in pris-
ons. Everyone in the prison
is being required to wear a
mask.
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                                  Confirmed              Currently in                Currently            Recovered                      
County                      Cases Ever           Home Isolation        Hospitalized              Cases                   Deaths
Caldwell            1,152                  27                     1               1,099              25
Crittenden           616                   12                     1                 581                22
Livingston           740                   14                     0                 708                18
Lyon                  1,303                 581                    0                 706                16
Trigg                  1,093                  17                     0               1,067               9
Total                  4,904                 651                    2               4,161              90
                                                      Source: Pennyrile District Health Department

FIVE-COUNTY AREA
Most info in this graphic current as of March 12.   *Updates with March 15

Crittenden health department vaccine
WHO IS IN
Phase 1C?

Phase 1C is not just for in-
dividuals 60 and over. If you
have an underlying health
issue or are obese, you can
get a shot even if you’re
younger. Also, if you are in
manufacturing, volunteer in
education, work in the en-
ergy sector or public transit,
to name a few, you can get a
shot even though you’re not
age 60. Go to the state web-
site www.kycovid19.ky.gov
to see if you qualify for the
vaccine. It might help you
avoid a quarantine or mask
in certain situations.

HEALTH DEPARTMENTS
Caldwell 270-365-6571
Crittenden 270-965-5215
Livingston 270-928-2193
Lyon 270-388-9763 
Trigg 270-522-8121

REGIONAL SITES
Crittenden Hospital

270-965-1014
www.crittenden-health.org
Glenn’s Prescription Center
Glennspharmacies.com

270-988-3226
Glenn’s Apothecary
Glennspharmacies.com

270-965-4101
Caldwell Medical Center

270-365-0428
Princeton Walmart

270-365-7692
Deaconess Union County

270-389-5120
Baptist Health Madisonville 

270-825-6637See the interactive COVID map at www.kycovid19.ky.gov

COVID MAP
Average Daily Cases
per 100,000 population

Less than 1 per 100K
1-10 cases per 100K
10-25 cases per 100K
More than 25 per 100K

STAFF REPORT
Community leaders

from across local govern-
ments and law enforce-
ment met for more than
an hour last week to
hash out the fine print of
an agreement that will ul-
timately build a coopera-
tive 911 dispatching
center, heretofore known
as Marion-Crittenden
County 911 or MCC911.
For many years, the

county and city have in
some fashion jointly
funded local dispatching
for police, fire, EMS and
rescue. The precise form
of that partnership
evolved over the past 40
years to the point that
both sides agreed re-
cently to redo their pact
and include a local mech-
anism for funding
MCC911 beyond fees
currently derived from
telecommunications cus-
tomers. Beginning this
year, a $36 fee will be
charged on each residen-
tial or commercial
dwelling in the county.
The charge will be in-
cluded on county prop-
erty tax bills and
collected by the Critten-
den County Fiscal Court.
The sum collected will be
handed over to the

MCC911 Board to sup-
plement operation of the
MCC911 Service Center,
which will remain at its
current location at Mar-
ion City Hall.
A seven-member board

of directors will be devel-
oped to oversee manage-
ment of MCC911. Each
initial board member will
serve until January
2023. Thereafter, direc-
tors will serve four-year
terms. The board will
consist of two representa-
tives of Marion Police De-
partment, two
representatives of Crit-
tenden County Sheriff’s
Department, one repre-
sentative appointed by
the Marion mayor, one
representative approved
by the Crittenden County
judge-executive and one
representative selected
at-large by the mayor and
county judge in an alter-
nating fashion.
July 1 is the target date

for having the new agree-
ment officially in place.
The county is moving
ahead with an ordinance
modeled after others that
have been approved for
similar operations in
other jurisdictions. 
Once the agreement is

in place, Crittenden
County phone customers
with land lines will no
longer be charged a
monthly fee on their bills.
That will amount to a
savings of an estimated
$24 annually.
Plans are to give land-

lords a half-price waiver
on their rental units for
2021. Judge-Executive
Perry Newcom said that
one-time price break
gives landlords plenty of
advance notice to make
arrangements for passing
on their costs to tenants
beginning in 2022.

MCC911 plans down to fine print

The ad hoc 911 steering committee met last week at Marion City Hall fine tune details
on an agreement to locally fund and provide independent management of 911 and
local dispatching services for police, fire, EMS and rescue.

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County

school officials have laid
out part of their plan to
use federal funding to re-
mediate and recover lost
learning during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Using $1.9 million in

qualified, reimbursable
expenses through the
Coronavirus Response
and Relief Supplement
Appropriations (CRRSA)
Act, also referred to as
ESSER, or Elementary
and Secondary School
Emergency Relief Fund,
Crittenden County Board
of Education in February
approved hiring extra
teachers and assistants
to work through 2023. 
Crittenden County will

not receive $1.9 million
of instructional funds in
advance. The district was
allocated that figure and
will be reimbursed for al-
lowable expenses under
the CRRSA.
School administrators

say that despite all ef-
forts to offer rigorous in-
struction to in-person
and virtual learners this
school year, there has
been an interruption of
learning. While some
students have continued
to excel, others have

fallen behind. For that
reason, they are develop-
ing summer, after-school
and possibly Saturday
sessions to help students
get caught up.  ESSER
funds will be invested
heavily in people to en-
gage students in multiple
ways.
Some of the positions

approved by the board of
education are two ele-
mentary school literacy
assistants, two elemen-
tary special education
assistants and extending
the gifted teacher from
half- to full-time. The
board also approved ex-
tending the number of
contract days for the
curriculum coaches and
adding a kindergarten-
first grade transitional
instructional assistant.
“This is a bold first step

in kickstarting our learn-
ing recovery plan as we
gauge where kids are,”
Superintendent Vince
Clark said. “We will con-
tinue to evaluate what
we need moving for-
ward.”
Staff at each school

will recommend the best
way to offer interven-
tions, whether after
school or during the
summer. Other positions

are being extended or
added to best meet stu-
dent needs.
“We plan to engage

kids in June and July,
so it could be summer
school or a camp setting
or bringing kids in before
school starts to give
them a head start, and
this could include some
Saturdays or learning
days over fall, break,
spring break or winter
break,” Clark told the
board. “We want the flex-
ibility to meet kids where
they are.”
At the elementary

school, Principal Sarah
Riley is excited about of-
fering a learning camp
for students who fell be-
hind during the COVID
year.
“We are proposing two

weeks in June, three
weeks July four days a
week, and we want to
make learning fun and
give kids a boost,” Riley
explained to the board.
Middle school curricu-

lum coach Ashley Fred-
erick plans to use
extended days granted
by the board to work over
spring break to look at
data, analyze and make
plans for what is needed
for summer.

Schools develop plan
for part of $1.9 million

Just the Numbers CCOOVVIIDD--1199
CRITTENDEN COUNTY CASES APRIL 2020 TO FEBRUARY 2021

                               COVID              GENDER                                   AGE RANGE OF CASES IN COUNTY
Month               Cases      Female     Male       0-19       20-29       30-39   40-49     50-59     60-69   70-79   80+
APRIL                   4             2            2           0            0             0          0            2           1           1        0
MAY                      2              1             1           0            0             0          1            0           0          1        0
JUNE                     3              2            1           0            0             1          0            0           1           1        0
JULY                    18           10           8           3            1             2          1            4           6          1        0
AUGUST            38           20         18          5            0             7         10          6           5          4        1
SEPTEMBER      63           35         28        10           8             7         13         10          5          7        3
OCTOBER        52           22         30         7           10            7          7            9           7          4        1
NOVEMBER     98            59           39          12           14             7          18          24          14          6         2
DECEMBER     141           75           66          21            9             10         14          28          17         26      16
JANUARY        134           71           63          15           15            22         15           17           11         21       17
FEBRUARY       46            23           26           7              2             14         10            8             5            1          1
TOTAL              599         320        282        80           59            77         89         108         72         73      41

Age is unknown for one individual in November and one in January. Source Ky. Dept. of Health

County roads emerge
from flood waters
Cave In Rock Ferry re-

opened Monday after
being idled for more than
a week due to flood wa-
ters on the Ohio River.
Crittenden County

Road Department re-
ported on Tuesday that a
couple of previously
flooded county roads –
namely Water Street in
Tolu and Barnett Chapel
Road – were passable. 
The following roads re-

mained under water at
press time on Tuesday:
Providence Road
Enon Church Road
Cool Springs Road
Blackford Church Road
Caney Fork Road
Long Branch Road
Bells Mine Road
Weston Road
River Road
E-Town Ferry Road
Charlie May Road
Monroe Wesmoland Rd.
Phin Croft Road

Crittenden County 4-H
Shooting Sports is hav-
ing registration for local
youngsters age 9-18.  
There will be a sign up

meeting at 6 p.m., on
Monday, March 22 at the
Crittenden County Ex-
tension office annex on
U.S. 60 East. 

Registration cost is
$10. There is a manda-
tory safety training class
at 6 p.m., the following
Monday, March 29 at the
Crittenden County Ex-
tension Park (former
Crittenden County Gun
Club on Ky. 91).  
The shooting sports

program includes in-
struction, live firing and
competitions for shot-
gun, rifle and black pow-
der weapons.
Call the Extension of-

fice at 270-965-5236 for
more details.

4-H Shooting Sports registering participants
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